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A message from our Pastor 
Dear First Lutheran Family, 
As March arrives, so does the holy season of Lent, a season that invites us to slow down, to 
look honestly at our lives, and to return to the heart of God. 
 
Lent begins with ashes, even when Ash Wednesday is cancelled yet again because of the 
snow, those humble smudges that tell you, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.” It is a stark and tender truth. We are finite. We are fragile. We are not in control. 
And yet, we are deeply loved. 
 
Lent is not about spiritual self-improvement projects or proving our devotion to God. It is not 
a six-week guilt trip. It is a journey, one that leads us with Jesus toward Jerusalem, toward the 
cross, and ultimately toward the empty tomb. It is a season of honesty and hope held  
together. 
 
Throughout these forty days, we are invited into three historic practices: prayer, fasting, and 
generosity. These are not meant to make us more impressive Christians, but to make space. 
Space for repentance. Space for clarity. Space for grace. Prayer reorients our hearts toward 
God. Fasting loosens our grip on the things that quietly control us. Generosity turns our gaze 
outward toward our neighbor. 
 
In a noisy and distracted world, Lent gently asks: What needs to fall away so that Christ may 
be more clearly seen in us? Where have we grown numb? What needs healing? What needs 
surrender? 
 
If you choose to “give something up” this year, let it be something that creates room for deep-
er trust in God. If you choose to “take something on,” let it be something that draws you clos-
er to the way of Jesus, perhaps a daily Scripture reading, intentional silence, or a simple act of 
kindness each day. 
 
Remember: Lent is not about earning Easter. Easter is already promised. Resurrection is al-
ready God’s answer. Lent simply prepares our hearts to receive it with fresh wonder. 
As your pastor, I invite you to walk this road together. Come to worship. Engage in the mid-
week gatherings. Sit with the hard texts. Ask your honest questions. Bring your whole self, 
your doubts, your fatigue, your hope. 
 
The cross stands before us not as a symbol of despair, but as the place where God meets us 
most fully in our humanity. And beyond it, always beyond it, stands resurrection. 
 
May this be a season of holy returning. 
With you on the journey, 
Pastor Lance Crevier 
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Meet our Newest Members 

Scott and Kristy Lamers 
Hello, we are Scott and Kristy Lamers.  Together we have    
seven children, 5 girls and 2 boys plus 4 grandchildren with 
another one on the way in April.  They keep us very busy and 
we so enjoy all the time we get to spend with them. We are 
truly blessed! 
 
John and Patty Decker 
We retired to Iron County in 
April 2024 from Antioch, IL. 
We moved to our cottage 
on Camp Lake. As the 
cottage is seasonal, we   
winter at our home in  
Gaastra.... 
John was born and raised in 
Kenosha, WI. He worked as 
a warehouse manager and 
driver.  Patty is from      
Highland Park, IL. She 
worked at a paper bag     
factory purchasing paper 
and scheduling the          
machines. (Yes, we made 
the pizza bags at Riverside).   
When not working at Ace                                 
Hardware John enjoys fishing, 4- wheeling and spoiling our two dogs.  Patty spends her time 
quilting, baking and card playing. We have two daughters who live in Tampa, a daughter in 
Madison and a son in New York City.   
We are thrilled with the reception we received from the 
First Lutheran family and look forward to the fellowship 
as we get to know everyone.   
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Finance 
We hope your January was joyful.  Monthly financial results were mixed.  While we received 
good income for the month it did include annual donations which will not be repeated 
monthly.  Because of that, we will report on income on an accrued basis for comparative    
reasons.  Income for the month was $9,323 while expenses were $7896.  Expenses were     
below a budget of $10,917.  Next month we will be getting a rather large annual expense 
which we will accrue forward for comparative purposes.  For budgeting purposes, we will    
report budgeted income at the same level as budgeted expenditure. 
Before we get too deep into the year, as discussed in our annual meeting, our approved  
budget exceeds last year’s income by nearly $18,000.  We need your help to address this 16% 
deficit.  Please consider how we may be able to meet this need without having to deplete our 
savings.  Thank you for generosity and continued support. 
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March  
Birthdays  

1 Pastor Lance Crevier 
2 Naomi Barry 
11 Sydnie Mazurek 
14 Lynn Peterson 
15 Nevin Porier 
16 Jason Marcell 
17 Kay Barry 
      Daniel Grubbs 
18 Braydon Nelson 
19 Haden Buness 
20 Audrey Ridolphi 
21 Holly Rybicki 
30 Jill Poulos 

WELCA 
There will be no WELCA meeting in March. 

Next WELCA meeting will be  
April 13th at 10:00AM  

Soup Supper 
Every Wednesday  

through Lent 
5:30 pm 

—————- 
March 4 

March 11 
March 18 
March 25 

Holden  
Evening  

Prayer Service 
Every Wednesday 
through Lent  at 

6:00pm  
(after Soup Supper) 

- 
Join us for our  

beautiful, musical 
evening service 

each Wednesday 
after Soup Supper. 
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President’s Message 
The church Council met on February 10 with new and current members. At that meeting, all 
of the other Council members asked me to lead as President in the new term. I humbly        
accepted the nomination and put my faith in God that I will live up to everyone’s expecta-
tions. Also nominated and accepted were Marla Busakowski for Vice President, Donna Ahl-
berg for Secretary and Curt Poulos for Treasurer. Thank you to each of these individuals for 
your willingness to serve! 
We welcomed new Council members, Donna Lord and Denise Spelgatti. Other members of 
the Council include Lois Brozak, Deb Sitkoski, and of course, Pastor Lance. Departing the 
Council are Karen Kallio, Tracy Nelson and Tom Karvala. Words cannot express how much an 
impact each of these individuals have contributed to First Lutheran. Thank you all for your 
past service. You may be off Council but we still have your phone number! 
The first Council meeting with the new group was a lengthy session as there was much to cov-
er and various assignments that needed to be designated and just setting the direction for the 
next several months. You will be hearing much more about these in the coming months but 
one priority will be First Lutheran hosting the Synod Assembly on May 16. This will be a hybrid 
meeting with several in-person (expect 30-50) and a Zoom conversation across the UP. Pastor 
Lance and I are part of the planning task force and we will be asking each of you to help out. It 
will take several individuals from greeters to IT skills to pull this off which I am confident we 
can do. Stay tuned for an update next month and how you can participate in the Synod As-
sembly. 
Another important role that we will need to fill is that of Accounts Payable Clerk. Dale Holm 
has served in that role for about 10 years from what I’m told but has decided to step back 
effective at the end of April. Thank you Dale on behalf of the entire congregation for a job well 
done over the years! If anyone is interested in stepping into this position then please let my-
self of Pastor Lance know. 
There are several other committee roles that we’d like to re-vitalize so please give prayerful 
consideration to volunteering your time to bring each of these back. These committees are 
described in our Constitution and are vital to having a healthy church. Watch for Pastor 
Lance’s message talking about these committees in our newsletter. 
I’ve worked in regulated industries for most of my career. By regulated, I mean industries that 
are governed by oversight from the EPA and FDA. Inspectors from those agencies would visit 
my facilities to ensure we’re following the necessary regulations and our own internal proce-
dures. My employers were required to have their own written procedures stating how certain 
tasks were performed. These written procedures helped to guide all employees to perform a 
specific task the same way. They also ensure continuity when staff members were promoted 
or may have departed to another company leaving a potential void in the knowledge. Written 
procedures were vital to prevent any gap in how a process was to be completed. I am endeav-
oring on a similar process for First Lutheran. In the two years that Sandee and I have been 
members of First Lutheran,  
                   Continued on page 6… 
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...Continued from page 5. 
I’ve learned that we have a tremendous amount of knowledge in how some tasks (e.g., usher, 
altar, pasty making). Some are written but may be obsolete (I just updated the usher duties) 
while much of the knowledge may exist in the minds of those closest to the task. I want to 
capture all of that information and put it into writing so it will offer as a guide to those who 
are new or simply less familiar. These will all be combined into a master binder and displayed 
in appropriate areas so we’re all working on the same page. It will also aid Council on how 
some tasks are accomplished (e.g., who to contact for snow removal). If you are aware of a 
written document of a process then send me a copy, take a photo, etc. Use my email address 
of bikayak3@gmail.com or shoot me a photo to my cell (231-342-1394). Please let me know 
who the sender is in case I don’t have you as a contact so I may follow-up with questions. We 
are approaching another pasty sale. If there is no document on a process then take notes on 
how a task is completed (e.g., running the potato chopper, dough maker, oven). Send me the 
notes and I’ll put it into a format and let you review for accuracy. Don’t worry about perfec-
tion. That comes with time and subsequent revisions. This project will take some time but 
eventually I hope to have a lot of our institutional knowledge on paper and ready to share 
with others. 
We are in Lent now – a time for reflection. Thanks Marla for spearheading the Lenten Devo-
tional. Please pick up a copy in the Narthex if you don’t already have one. 
 
In Christ, 
Dave Schumacher 

mailto:bikayak3@gmail.com
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Colcannon 
4.7 | 59 Reviews 
Yield: 12 servings 
Prep: 25 min 
Cook: 35 min 
Ingredients 
1 medium head cabbage  
(about 2 pounds), shredded 
4 pounds medium potatoes  
(about 8), peeled and quartered 
2 cups whole milk 
1 cup chopped green onions 
1-1/2 teaspoons salt 
1/2 teaspoon pepper 
1/4 cup butter, melted 
Minced fresh parsley 
Crumbled cooked bacon 
Directions 
Place cabbage and 2 cups water in a large saucepan; 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, until 
cabbage is tender, about 10 minutes. Drain, reserving 
cooking liquid; keep cabbage warm in a separate dish. 
In same pan, combine potatoes and reserved cooking 
liquid. Add additional water to cover potatoes; bring 
to a boil. Reduce heat; cook, uncovered, until potatoes 
are tender, 15-20 minutes. Meanwhile, place milk, 
green onions, salt and pepper in a small saucepan; 
bring just to a boil and remove from heat. 
Drain potatoes; place in a large bowl and mash. Add 
milk mixture; beat just until blended. Stir in cabbage. 
To serve, drizzle with butter; top with parsley and ba-
con. 
Nutrition Facts 
1 cup: 168 calories, 5g fat (3g saturated fat), 14mg 
cholesterol, 361mg sodium, 27g carbohydrate (6g sug-
ars, 4g fiber), 4g protein. Diabetic Exchanges: 2 starch, 
1 fat. 

Daylight  
Savings Time 

March 8, 2026 

Installation of our new 
Council members 

Council President: Dave Schumacher 
Vice President: Marla Busakowski 
Treasurer: Curt Poulos (not pictured) 
Secretary: Donna Ahlberg (not pictured) 
Representatives: Denise Spelgatti,  
Deb Sitkoski, (Lois Brozak and Donna Lord 
not pictured) 
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Lenten  
Devotionals 

2026 Devotionals are 
now available in the 

Narthex. Devotions are 
also posted each day 

on Facebook.  
THANK YOU to every-
one who contributed 

their thoughts, stories, 
prayers and insights. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
9:30 Coffee 
10:00 Service 

2 3 
9:00 Quilting 

4 
10:00 Bible 
Study 
11:00  
W&M Mtg. 
3:00 Conf. 
5:30 Soup 
Supper 
6:00 Service 

5 6 7 

8 Daylight  
Savings 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
9:30 Coffee 
10:00 Service 

9 10 
9:00 Quilting 

11 
10:00 Bible 
Study 
3:00 Conf. 
5:30 Soup 
Supper 
6:00 Service 

12 13 14 

15 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
9:30 Coffee 
10:00 Service 
Noisy Offering 

16 17 
9:00 Quilting 

18 
10:00 Bible 
Study 
3:00 Conf. 
5:30 Soup 
Supper 
6:00 Service 

19 20 
8:30 Men’s 
Group 

21 

22 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
9:30 Coffee 
10:00 Service 

23 24 
9:00 Quilting 

25 
10:00 Bible 
Study 
3:00 Conf. 
5:30 Soup 
Supper 
6:00 Service 

26 27 28 

29 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
9:30 Coffee 
10:00 Service 
Palm Sunday 

30 31 
9:00 Quilting 

    


